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Theseus.'is called duke Theseus.    Cp. "dukes of Edoin," Gen.
xxxvi. 43, and see Trench, English, Past and Present, p. 284,   "'
23.  bawcock,  "a burlesque term of endearment, said to be
derived from thfe Fr. beau coq [fine cock]."   JDyce,    Chuck, a
chicken, also a term of endearment.
24.  your honour, this honour that is so much talked about
only results in blows and troubles.    See FalstafFs soliloquy on
Honour, 1 Henry IT., v. 1. 128 et seqq.
26, 7. As young... swashers. Young though I am, I have
seen through these swaggering fellows, and know their real
natures, Swashers and Swash-bucklers are terms common in our
old dramatists. In 7?. and /., i. 1. 70, Sampson bids Gregory
remember his " swashing blow." Swish and swash, according to
Wedgwood, represent the sound made by the collision of liquids
or of divided solids.
27- boy, servant, with a reference to the difference of age
between himself and his masters. Cp. J?. /., iii. 1. 54
all they three, we should now say 'the whole three of
them'; a* they three is still commonly used in Scotland: wou?d
serve = should serve.
28. man to me, used in a double sense, (1) servant to me, (2)"
man (yir) compared to me. Cp. M. V., ii 2. 131, "Not a poor
boy, sir, but the rich Jew's man." Antics, f scarecrows' would
perhaps do as an equivalent for the word here. On Bacon,
jSssay, xxxviii., Abbott writes: "From Lat. 'antiquus,' 'an-
cient.' Hence, 1st, old-fashioned; 2nd, ridiculous; 3rd, a
clown." Cp. T. and G., v. 3. 86.
30. white-livered, cowardly, having no spirit in him. So, lily,
livered, Lear, ii, 2. 18, Macbeth, v. 3. 15, and milk-livered, Lear
iv. 2. 50. Cp. also 2 H. IV., iv. 3. 110-14, "The second property
of your excellent sherris is the warming of the blood; which,
before cold and settled, left the liver white and pale, which is
the badge of pusillanimity and cowardice." The liver from very
ancient days was credited with being the seat of various
emotions. Red-faced, thanks to his red face he is supposed to
be a man of daring. ' To face a thing out' means to ,meet it
boldly, but here of course with a pun on * ted-faced.'
32. hilling tongue, a sharp, cutting tongue.
34. best, bravest.
39. purchase, "a cant term for stolen goods, booty." Dyce.
In this and kindred senses it is very common in the dramatists
before and after Shakespeare. Cp. Spenser's " purchase criminal,"
F. Q., I. iii. 16, where Kitchin (Gloss.) says, "Fr. pourchassei*,
It. procacciare, to hunt after, chase; thence to catch (the same
word save that chase is from Fr. chooser, and catch from It,